
 

 

 

Headline History – Keighley Library Archives 

Topics for teachers’ research.  

Haworth, 

an extraordinary 

transformation 
 

from moorland village to mill 

village to international tourist 

destination. 

Resources 
 The Brontës in Haworth: the growth of 

interest in the authors and pilgrimages 

begin by fans.  
 

 History of the Brontë Society: the men 

from Keighley who established it and 

how they set up the first museum for 

visiting fans – Haworth’s first tourists. A 

Centenary History of the Brontë Society 

by Charles Lemon 1893-1993; Brontë 

Relics. A Collection History by Ann 

Dinsdale et al. (R. Duckett donation); 

Literature and Tourism edited by  Mike 

Robinson and H-C Anderson, 823.81BRO  
 

 How the interest in the Brontës goes 
global: examine the novel adaptations 
for radio, film, TV and theatre 
productions through the news cutting 
scrapbooks, dating from the early 20thC  

 

 How the village responds to the new 
industry: trade directories/photographs 
area guides, histories show the changes, 
with an increase in shops, cafes, inns 
and B&Bs, aimed at satisfying the tourist 
visitors.  
 

 How Haworth housing and development 

becomes dominated by Brontë heritage 

and conservation: building studies, 

conservation area assessment and 

reports available show the influence. 
 

 The Worth Valley Railway and the 

Brontë connection. Also The Railway 

Children film, its impact and the railway 

line as a choice by film location 

companies for vintage train scenes. 

Maps, plans and the Brontë scrapbooks.  
 

 
 

 

 Haworth branches out into other 

tourist attractions: World War 2 

nostalgia day and Steam Punk.  
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These information sheets highlight records that we hold within Keighley Local Studies Library for teachers to 

research themselves and select for copying for use within lessons or to be retrieved by library staff for 

school class visits. Please give sufficient notice before your visit as the library is booked regularly for events. 


